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ORAL  STATEMENT  BY  THE  AMERICAN  AF3ASSAD0R  IF  JAPAN 
(GREW)  TO  THE  JAPANESE  MINISTER  FOP  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 

(KATSITOKA) 

Excerpt. 


Since  that  time,  information  has  been  received  to  the  effect  that 
certain  cargo  at  Har.ci  rs  well  as  at  Haiphong  has  been  seize<?  by  the 
Japanese  military’-,  but  that  it  was  impossible  to  crock  the  amount  and 
nature  of  the  cargo  so  seizes,  because  the  rightful  owners  were  not 
permitted  to  inspect  the  warehouses  rfhore  their  merchandise  was  stored. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  known  that  a  substantial  amount  of  American  cargo 
has  been  taken  away. 

In  bringing  this  subject  again  to  the  attention  of  the  Foreign 
Office,  it  is  urgently  requested  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to 
restore  the  merchandise  to  its  rightful  owners.  Tho  Government  of 
the  United  States,  as  has  beer,  stated  before,  does  not  recognize 
the  ritht  of  the  Japanese  military  to  take  any  action  whatsoever  in 
French  Indochina  aga.inst  property  in  which  there  is  an  American 
interest.  The  American  Embassy  has  been  instructed  to  state  that  the 
result  of  persistence  by  the  Japanese  in  action  such  as  that  described 
above  can  only  be  further  deterioration  in  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  Japan. 

TOKYO,  July  8,  1S41. 
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